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Schenectady County Public Library Board of Trustees 

 Announce Re-opening of libraries for limited in-person service 
 
(Schenectady, NY) Schenectady County Public Library Board of Trustees announce the 
reopening of in-person library services, in a limited capacity, at eight locations, starting 
on Monday, March 22, 2021. Schenectady County suspended in-person services in 
early December of 2020 due to the significant uptick in COVID cases throughout the 
region. Patrons will be able to select and checkout library materials on a “grab and go” 
basis, retrieve their own holds, use our photocopier/fax/print services and use a 
computer on a time-limited basis. Those who may need to utilize our pick-up service for 
holds can continue to do so by contacting their local library. Information services at the 
Karen B Johnson Central Library have been available throughout the pandemic via 
phone, email and chat, and will continue on. Digital resources and downloads may be 
accessed through www.scpl.org. 
 
The Woodlawn Branch library remains closed due to renovations which should be 
completed with an anticipated reopening in April.  
 
All CDC and Schenectady County guidelines must be followed. Patrons are required to 
wear a mask, maintain physical distancing, and comply with all County procedures, 
which may include having their temperature taken and signing in for the purpose of 
contact tracing.  
 
“It was just one year ago that our County library system shut down due to the pandemic. 
At that time, we certainly did not know how dramatically our lives would be forever 
changed. As we reopen our library system, with the vaccine supply being widely 
distributed on an increasing basis, we can begin to see a light at the end of the long 
dark tunnel.” states Library Director Karen Bradley. “I am grateful our staff have been 
able to contribute to the Schenectady County Pandemic Mission. Our library staff have 
missed having our community in our libraries and look forward to welcoming them 
back.” 
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In-Person Hours Schedule: 
Karen B Johnson Central Library 
Monday through Friday: 10am – 5pm, Saturday: 9am – 1pm 
 
Phyllis Bornt Branch Library & Literacy Center 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 1pm – 5pm 
 
Glenville Branch Library 
Monday and Wednesday: 1pm – 5pm; Thursday: 1pm – 6pm 
 
Mont Pleasant Branch Library 
Tuesday and Thursday: 1pm – 5pm 
 
Niskayuna Branch Library 
Monday:  1pm – 6pm; Tuesday through Thursday: 1pm – 5pm 
 
Quaker Street Branch Library 
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm – 5 pm 
 
Rotterdam Branch Library 
Monday and Friday: 1pm – 5pm; Tuesday: 1pm – 6pm  
 
Scotia Branch Library 
Tuesday and Friday: 1pm – 5pm 
 
Virtual programs offered by our Youth Services Department and our Friends of the 
Library, will continue to be offered. Visit www.scpl.org for the latest offerings. Youth 
Services librarians are busy preparing for the annual summer reading program.  This 
year’s theme is “Tails and Tales” and will feature some outdoor programs, in addition to 
virtual programs for youth. 
 
Board of Trustee President, Dr. Bill Levering states “The Library Board of Trustees 
could not do the work they do without the dedicated library staff and the support from 
our Friends of the Library.  Our Friends have continued to volunteer since late June in 
collecting, sorting and selling the donations that come in to the library. Their sale of 
books is what financially supports all our library programs and needed supplies, reading 
prizes, library materials, staff development, in addition to building projects.  The Friends 
will be resuming the collection of books from the community on Monday, March 29, 
2021, at the Karen B Johnson Central Library during daytime hours, Monday through 
Friday, and on Saturday mornings only.  They look forward to holding their annual 
spring book sale, slated for June 5 and 6, 2021, following recommended CDC 
guidelines that are in place at the time of the sale.” 


