










OUR STORY



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
No matter what else is happening in the world beyond our doors, all of us value our libraries for diff erent reasons. 
For me, the library has always been a refuge, a place to leave my worries behind for a bit while I escape into the 
stacks. For many of its patrons, however, the Schenectady County Public Library (SCPL) provides the chance to use a 
computer for a job search, be tutored in English, learn to manage their fi nances, or spend quality time as a family in 
a safe, warm space. In 2016, the SCPL provided all of that to its patrons and more, and I am proud to highlight a few 
of those achievements.

In February, we celebrated the opening of the SCPL’s newest branch, the Phyllis Bornt Library Branch and Literacy 
Center. Throughout its fi rst year, the Bornt exceeded all expectations. Its success may be measured not only by 
tremendous circulation statistics and program attendance, including over a thousand new patrons who got their very 
fi rst library cards, but also through the enthusiastic responses from the community it serves. The project received 
tremendous support from Schenectady County legislators, the County Manager and other community partners, 
and we are thankful not only for their funding support, but for the time, counsel and caring that all brought to its 
completion. We are also grateful to the many other funders who made this beautiful new space possible, including 
the incredibly generous support of The Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library, The Mohawk Valley Library 
System, The State of New York Public Library Construction Grants, The Wright Family Foundation, The Schenectady 
Foundation, and, of course, former Schenectady County librarian, Miss Phyllis Bornt, and The Bornt Bequest through 
the SCPL Board of Trustees. Miss Bornt’s love of reading – and her desire to inspire others to share her passion – truly 
made the vision for this branch a reality.

The Friends of the SCPL celebrated its 50th Anniversary with a series of successful events throughout 2016. We salute 
the Friends for all their support and look forward to the next 50 years of working together to strengthen the Library 
and grow its services in our community.

Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson, winner of the 2014 National Book Award for 
Young People’s Literature, was chosen for the SCPL’s “One County, One Book” community 
read. Events included a discussion of the book, a fi lm series, memoir writing workshop, guest 
readers in the schools, a poetry writing contest, the “Grow A Reader” book drive, a visit with 
award-winning children’s illustrator Bryan Collier, and an author visit with Ms. Woodson.

The Trustee’s Planning Committee worked diligently to fi nalize and receive approval of the 
SCPL’s Long Range Plan of Service for 2017-2019. Input from a community forum hosted in 
June helped to inform the committee in preparing the plan.  You can review this plan on the 
library website at www.scpl.org.

Thanks to the advocacy eff orts of the trustees, SCPL’s 2017 budget included restoring a Librarian IV position to head 
Youth Services, an increase in security hours, and several capital projects. Thank you to the Schenectady County 
Legislature, as well as our County Manager and Budget Director, for supporting these budgetary initiatives. 

2016 marked my fi rst year as president of the Schenectady County Public Library’s Board of Trustees. My learning 
curve was steep, so it was lucky for me that my fellow trustees shared their experience and knowledge with me 
throughout the year. Our community benefi ts greatly from their dedicated service.

And, fi nally, we are so fortunate to have the talented staff  members 
of the Schenectady County Public Library, led by our Director, Karen 
Bradley, who make all this excitement happen throughout all of our 
branches. I thank them all for their creative and energetic work. 

Sincerely,

Carmel Patrick, President
Schenectady County Public Library Board of Trustees



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
2016 was a very special year as we celebrated 
the 50th Anniversary of our Friends of the Library 
organization.  

Our Friends have contributed so much time, 
energy, expertise and a great deal of physical labor, 
to signifi cantly enhance our library resources, 
programming and services over the years.  The 
funds from the annual book sales, the operation 
of the Whitney Book Corner and the offi  cial online 
Amazon and eBay book sales, have been wisely 
spent to support our library system.

Our Junior Friends of the Library played a key role 
at many of our special events during 2016 - from opening day of the Bornt branch, 
to the spectacular 50th anniversary dinner, Comic Con, Harry Potter day, the annual 
family holiday event and numerous other activities and behind the scenes help!

Friends provided the rich cultural and educational programming for children and 
adults throughout 2016, including Pulitzer Prize winning author Tracy Kidder; our 
One County, One Book, National Book Award author Jacqueline Woodson; 
award winning children’s book illustrator Bryan Collier and programs such 
as Comic Con and Harry Potter Day.  The installation of a new audio-visual 
system in the McChesney Room, and the $150,000 fi nancial commitment 
to the new Phyllis Bornt Branch Library and Literacy Center were signifi cant 
contributions to our library.  Thanks to the Friends 50th Anniversary 
Committee, Chaired by Rita Moore, for their hard work over two years to 
make this an extra special year for SCPL!

GRANTS & AWARDS
GRANT PROGRAMS
DREAM BIG, READ

Awarded by the Schenectady City School District

ADULT LITERACY GRANT
Awarded by the Mohawk Valley Library System

AUTHORS AMONG US
Awarded by the Mohawk Valley Library System

FAMILY PLACE LIBRARY GRANT
Awarded by the Schenectady Foundation

NYS PUBLIC LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION GRANT
miSci GRANT PARTNER

AWARDS
2016 CAPITAL REGION CHAMBER GOOD NEWS AWARD

Awarded by The Capital Region Chamber


